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eventually solve the problem of the successful treatment of this
disease, has not up to the present yielded satisfactory results. One
still recalls the enthusiasm with which the first efforts at treatment
with Koch's tuberculin were received, and the expectations which
were raised by the introduction of the sera of Marmorek and
Maragliano. When one considers the proof provided by post'
mortem findings as to the frequency with which primary tuber/
culous lesions of the lung undergo complete healing under the
influence of auto'inoculation, and when regard is given to the
protective influence imparted by a healed primary infection
against secondary clinical tuberculosis, even in spite of repeated
exposure to infection, one is compelled to view with some degree
of confidence a definite future for specific treatment.
The vicissitudes which have characterized the use of tuberculin
in the treatment of tuberculosis are due to various causes. No
uniform method of administration has been employed in the past,
and what is undoubtedly of greater importance the strains of
organism which constitute the tuberculins in common use have
been cultured on artificial media which differ widely from the
natural medium in the human host. In this connexion Pot/
tenger states, 'but natural tuberculin contains some unknown
substance which so far has escaped laboratory elaboration, which
stimulates the body cells to a quickened and sometimes a manifold
increase in their normal antibody production/
Some years ago the writer suggested the desirability of break/
ing away from the existing methods of preparing tuberculin. He
advocated the employment of a culture medium containing non/
heated sterile blood serum under conditions approximating as
nearly as possible to those under which the tubercle bacillus
grows and develops in the human body. This would at least
shed some further light on the true character of the toxins elab/
orated by the human type of organism in the process of growth
under natural conditions. The placenta with its ample blood
supply would provide an ever available medium for this purpose.
The specific treatment of tuberculosis in this country has suf/
fered from the fact that no uniform method of administration has
been adopted. Years ago the writer in an article on the selection
of sanatorium cases for treatment with tuberculin pointed out
that tuberculin containing the body of the bacillus should only
212